The Morocco Problem

a dilemma. Germany would like to have obtained some-
thing on the Atlantic seaboard of Morocco or in the French
colonies in Africa. But unfortunately the Emperor had
more than once publicly proclaimed Germany's disinterested-
ness so that she -was scarcely in a position to demand com-
pensation without appearing thoroughly inconsistent. And
then it would also have been necessary to sacrifice the Sultan
to the French after having encouraged him to oppose them.
This in its turn might have had a bad effect upon the Moham-
medan world, whose protector the Kaiser had so publicly
proclaimed himself in his speech at Damascus on November
8th, 1898. Rouvier then proposed a general clearing up of
all colonial questions in dispute between France and Germany
on the pattern of the Anglo-French treaty. But Bulow was
not agreeable to this and omitted to inform the Kaiser, who
at that time was anxious for a Continental League. He
therefore ignored Rouvier's offer. On May a8th the Sultan
declined the French proposals for reform and on the 3 ist he
invited the Powers to a Conference at Tangier. On June
7th Delcass6, who was opposed to the idea of a conference
at all cost, was obliged to resign as he found himself in a
minority of one in the Cabinet. He was succeeded after an
interval in the Autumn by Monsieur Pichon. During the
preparatory negotiations it was decided to hold the Con-
ference at Algeciras instead of at Tangier, to which the
French had objected, and Bulow consented to the Conference
granting France a mandate for special protective measures in
the districts adjoining Algeria. Later he agreed to France's
special interest as a neighbour in the maintenance of order
throughout the whole of Morocco.

Germany's policy at this time was in the first pkce not
to be left out in the cold, and secondly to obtain compensation
somewhere for her consent to French ambitions. The Con-
ference was to be the means of releasing her from her earlier
promises to the Sultan, and it was to put an end to the
attempt at international control which she believed was un-
workable. She would then be in a position to say she had
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